
7th Grade 2nd 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Political Thought, Democracy, Citizenship, Power, Governmental Authority, Values and Beliefs, 

Innovation  

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. The ideas found in intellectual, scientific and cultural movements may direct the development 

of future political thought and characteristics of government. 

2. Philosophical, historical, cultural and economic factors may shape various ideas and political 

thought 

3. Expressions of culture may prompt political and social change by exposing political and social 

issues. 

4. Governmental power in a society may change because of political, economic, or social crisis or 

the needs of the society. 

5. Economic systems often vary based on the social, political, and economic priorities of a 

society. 

6. Economic systems may vary based on who owns the means of production and who makes the 

economic decisions. 

7. Human response to environmental conditions may have unintended consequences. 

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

7.H.2.1 Analyze the effects of social 

economic, military and political 

conflict among nations, regions 

and groups. 

● I can investigate why the American colonists were 

unhappy with British rule. 

● I can analyze the consequences of the French 

Revolution.  

● I can explain capitalism and how it affected society.  

7.H.2.4 Analyze the economic, 

political, and social impacts of 

disease (e.g. smallpox, malaria, 

bubonic plague, AIDS and avian flu) 

in modern societies 

● I can investigate how the Columbian Exchange 

brought disease and social changes that played a 

critical role in the decrease of the Native American 

population. 

7.G.1.1 Explain how environmental 

conditions and human response to 

those condition influence modern 

societies. 

● I can tell the inventions that led to the creation of a 

factory system in England.  

● I can explain the environmental consequences of 

urbanization and industrialization.  

7.G.1.2 Explain how demographic 

trends lead to conflict, negotiation, 

and compromise in modern 

societies and regions. 

● I can tell ways the factory system changed the labor 

force and cities in England.  

7.C&G.1.1 Summarize the ideas 

that have shaped political thought 

in various societies and regions. 

● I can provide the ideas of the Enlightenment that 

began to shape political thought in Europe and 

beyond.  

● I can tell the political ideas that shaped the founding 



documents of the US.  

● I can provide the details on separation of power and 

compare how they were applied in US government.  

● I can provide the main details and compare 

capitalism,  socialism and communism.  

7.C&G.1.4 Compare the sources of 

power and governmental authority 

in various societies. 

● I can determine if the goals of the French Revolution 

matched the government created by Napoleon.  

7.C.1.1 Explain how culture unites 

and divides modern societies and 

regions. 

● I understand the social structure in France prior to 

and after the French Revolution. 

7.C.1.2 Explain how cultural 

expressions influence modern 

society. 

● I can tell the benefits of the missionary efforts brought 

to the New World.  

● I can tell ways the theories of scientific thinkers 

challenged the knowledge of the universe and how the 

religious community responded. 

● I can explain how the introduction of the Scientific 

Method influenced society.  

7.E.1.2 Explain the implications of 

economic decisions in national 

and international affairs. 

● I can explain the effects of European colonization.  

● I can explain how the Agricultural Revolution created 

an increase in industrialization.  

 

Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

Exploration, Columbian Exchange, and Slavery 

(continued from 1st nine weeks) 

 

 

 

Enlightenment & Revolutions (suggested pace 

15 days) 

● American Revolution 

● French Revolution 

● British Industrial Revolution 

 

 

7th Grade 2nd 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm cont. 

After Thanksgiving Break 

 

Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Environment, Demographic Trends, Conflict, Compromise, Human-Environment Interaction, 

Economy, Colonization 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Colonization and conquest may alter a people’s way of life in positive and negative ways. 

2. Conflict may begin as an ideological struggle and end in physical violence. 

3. Populations may settle in areas with sufficient resources to meet their needs. 



4. Economic, political, and military conflict may alter the quality of life for citizens in various 

nations and regions 

5. Motivations for participating in global consensus building efforts may establish how groups 

work together. 

6. International cooperative efforts can have mixed results that may benefit or hinder some 

groups. 

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

7.H.2.1 Analyze  the effects of social 

economic, military and political 

conflict among nations, regions and 

groups. 

● I can compare and contrast religious conflicts 

and their impacts within a nation’s 

independence. 

● I can compare and contrast the impacts of 

imperialism in Africa, South Asia, and Latin 

America.  

● I can explain the underlying causes of WWI. 

● I can tell the consequences faced by Germany as 

a result of the Treaty of Versailles.  

7.H.2.2 Evaluate the effectiveness of 

cooperative efforts and consensus 

building among nations, regions and 

groups. 

● I can explain the purpose of the League of 

Nations and its effectiveness.  

7.H.2.3 Explain how increased global 

interaction accelerates the pace of 

innovation in modern societies. 

● I can tell ways WWI sparked an increase in 

technology.  

7.E.1.1 Explain how competition for 

resources affects the economic 

relationship among nations. 

● I can tell ways the industrialization of European 

countries affected the relationships with their 

colonies throughout the world.  

● I can explain the creation of an alliance system 

in Europe.  

7.E.1.2 Explain the implications of 

economic decisions in national and 

international affairs. 

● I can tell what led to the America’s involvement 

in WWI.  

7.C&G.1.4 Compare the sources of 

power and governmental authority in 

various societies. 

● I can tell the impact the unification of Italy and 

Germany had on the balance of power in 

Europe.  

7.C.1.2 Explain how cultural 

expressions influence modern society. 

● I can tell ways the European imperialism 

impacted culture in the African colonies.  

 

Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

Imperialism & WWI 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

Standards Based 

Vocabulary 

competition 

conflict 

cooperative efforts 

culture 

cultural expressions 

division 

global interaction 

governmental authority 

influence 

modern 

political thought 

resources 

societies 

unity 

Content Specific Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

Facts My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

 

 

 

 

 
Skills My Students Need to Be Able to Apply 

7.H.1.1  Construct charts, graphs and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues 

over time. 

 

7.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of 

historical documents in order to establish 

context. 

● I can establish the theme or main idea of a 

historical document through its non-figurative 

meaning. 

7.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret various historical perspectives.  

 

7.G.2.1 & 7.G.2.2 Construct & Use maps, charts, 

graphs, geographic data and available 

technology tools (i.e. GPF and GIS software) to 

interpret and draw conclusions about social, 

economic, and environmental issues in modern 

societies and regions.  

● I can construct and use maps to validate 

historical facts and to draw conclusions 

about social and economical issues. 

 

 

Reflections (Lessons that work well.) 

 

 

 



Resources I will Use to Help Students Learn (insert links wherever possible) 

● MARTIN LUTHER - World History for Us All (PowerPoint)  
● https://www.icivics.org/(this website includes government and economies) 

● Documents that share multiple perspectives on the impact of the Industrial Revolution in 19th 

century England (e.g., legal documents from the British parliament, editorials from those for 

and against industrialization, maps of factory communities that developed,  journal writings 

from literate parties involved, and images of life during that period of time). 

● Ms. Reichert’s World History Page Industrial Revolution . 
● The Scramble for Africa, Western Arrival to China  

● The global influenza epidemic following World War One  

● Pew Research Center:   

● National Geographic:   

● Spanish Conquistadors brought smallpox to the indigenous people  they encountered in the 

Americas.  
● http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/units/seven/landscape/07_landscape1.php 

● http://www.phschool.com/atschool/ahon/history_interactive/mvl-1021/common_player.html 

interactive map of explorers and where the explored 

● http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/eras/era7.php (under section Leaders of the Enlightenment, I use 

the biographies with the Big Idea graphic organizer) 

● www.youtube.com search for Crash Course World History for example: Coal, Steam, and The Industrial 

Revolution: Crash Course World History 

● http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/units/eight/landscape/Era08_landscape5.php 

● Annenberg Learner Website 

● Mr. Dowling 

● http://www.socratica.com/ - quick video clips to spark interest 

● http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/ 

● Flocabulary 

○ Renaissance and Reformation 

○ French Revolution  

○ Industrial Revolution   

○ American Revolution  

● Civics360 

● Primary Sources 

○ Docs Teach  

○ Florida Joint Center 

○ http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides 

○ National Archives - teaching with primary documents 

● Problem- Attic 

● LIFE photo archives 

● SAS Curriculum Pathways 

● NC Civic Education Consortium  

● Blendspace 

● Technology for SS teachers 

 

Possible ELA Integration 

ThinkCerca 

ReadWorks 

Newsela 

Tween Tribune 
Channel One News 

Actively Learn 

Common Lit 

 

http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/units/six/closeup/06_closeup671.ppt
https://www.icivics.org/
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook14.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook14.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook14.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook14.asp
http://reichert.bgsu.wikispaces.net/-Industrial+Revolution
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/abolition/scramble_for_africa_article_01.shtml
http://www.historyteacher.net/APEuroCourse/WebLinks/WebLinks-AgeOfExploration.html#docs
http://virus.stanford.edu/uda/
http://europeanhistory.boisestate.edu/reformation/society/population.shtml
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/topics/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/topics/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/topics/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/?q=&grade_bands=6%E2%80%938+(Ages+11%E2%80%9313)&per_page=25&subjects=Cartography
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/standards/03/index.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/standards/03/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/conquistadors/
http://www.historytoday.com/elizabeth-fenn/great-smallpox-epidemic
http://www.historytoday.com/elizabeth-fenn/great-smallpox-epidemic
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/units/seven/landscape/07_landscape1.php
http://www.phschool.com/atschool/ahon/history_interactive/mvl-1021/common_player.html
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/eras/era7.php
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhL5DCizj5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhL5DCizj5c
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/units/eight/landscape/Era08_landscape5.php
http://www.learner.org/
http://www.mrdowling.com/index.html
http://www.socratica.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/
https://www.flocabulary.com/renaissance-and-reformation/
https://www.flocabulary.com/french-revolution/
https://www.flocabulary.com/industrial-revolution/
https://www.flocabulary.com/american-revolution/
http://civics360.org/
http://docsteach.org/
http://floridacitizen.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/
http://k12database.unc.edu/lesson/?s=&course=7th-grade-social-studies
https://www.tes.com/lessons/search/social-studies
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/01/13-good-resources-for-social-studies.html#.VtcoB_k4G1u
http://www.thinkcerca.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://tweentribune.com/
https://www.channelone.com/
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/workspace
http://commonlit.org/


 

 


